
 

The Octoberfest track day at Blackhawk Farms Raceway was an event to remem-

ber for several reasons.  Nine NSCC members came out to either track their Cor-

vette, tour their Corvette or simply enjoy the day, and what a fine fall day it was. 

With the fall colors of the trees as the backdrop and summer like weather the 

day could not have been scripted any better. 

After  picking a location for our cars and getting our cars 

teched, the adrenaline was starting to build. The man-

datory drivers meeting was attended by all the drivers. 

After the meeting the novices went to the tower office 

for the classroom portion of their day. Many others, 

other than novices attended and the basic rules and driving tips were presented. 

With so many attendees, a plan was in place for all the novices to get a instruc-

tor to drive with them. 

The members that tracked their cars did five—twenty minute sessions, which in-

cluded John Jakubco, Ed Harms, Russ Glover, Ken Barraza and Frank Punzio. Two 

members, Vincent and Laura Colbert , did the touring session in the afternoon. 

We also had a few spectators, Keith Davis and Tom Ford who brought his brother 

along to check things out. Several friends came out too. 

Those that tracked their cars were given a lunch 

ticket and a raffle ticket. There were many options 

for your lunch and Ken and Frank did pretty well 

with the raffles, Ken winning a $100 gift certificate 

and Frank a $25 certificate, redeemable at 

Northstar Motorsports. Northstar also gave away tee shirts and hats to those 

that were interested. 
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It was amazing how many C-8 Corvettes that were in 

attendance along with all other generations, a C-3 

and a C-2 included. Everybody had a really good time 

and there was only one car that had an issue on the 

touring lap, crashing into the tire wall. He never let 

off the gas pedal when his car started to fish-tail after gunning it on the first turn, 

of the first lap, on the touring session, driving straight into tires. 

It was a very unfortunate situation that may have been avoided, if he were to 

just let off the gas pedal, which was taught in the classroom. The weird thing is 

that he was in the experienced run group tracking, not a novice, doing a touring 

lap. He was ok, but not the same for the car, a C6—ZR1 by the way.  :( 

Blackhawk Farms was very pleased with the turnout, totally sold out, being it 

was a pivotal year according to the owner Paul. If attendance was low, as in years 

past, there would of not 

been an event for next 

year, it costs a few bucks 

to staff the track for 

events. I’m glad it will car-

ry on, because there are not any all Corvette track days, even touring days availa-

ble for just our Corvette community that I know of. Next year, I will be more than 

happy to present this to the club again and Ken offered to help in any way he 

can, which is most appreciated. 

From the smiles that I had seen, I believe every-

body had a good time and enjoyed there day and 

learned some thing about their car and driving 

skills. That is what it is all about, having fun in the 

world’s best sports car, the Corvette. 


