
Autocross – South Bend, Indiana 

May 24 & 25, 2014 
 

Sun, shiny blue skies, slight breeze and temps in the high 70’s to low 80’s—it was a beautiful 

two-day autocross weekend at Tire Rack, and we were blessed with great participation—30 

racers on Saturday and 29 on Sunday. 

We had our share of excitement with several drivers experiencing “surfing and turfing” (going 

off course and through the grass), heading toward our starters and giving them their thrills for the 

day.  One of our starters moved faster than I’ve seen him move in a long time!  Our new motto 

for autocross:  “Stay on the Gray; stay off the Green, and don’t hit the Orange”. 

We had three novice racers—husband and wife team Tom & Lenore Pettinger and Ron 

Krzeminski.  Ron raced his C5 on Saturday, but couldn’t talk his wife, Faith into racing, perhaps 

she will next time.  Ron made good progress by trimming 8.635 seconds from his first run.  

Nice job, Ron.  Tom and Lenore engaged in friendly competition on Sunday.  Kevin Cohen 

mentored both Tom and Lenore by riding along with each of them.  With his suggestions, Tom 

shaved off an impressive 17.44 seconds between his first and last run and Lenore did equally 

well by trimming off 16.29 seconds from her first run.  Since this is friendly competition, it’s 

important to point out that Lenore beat Tom by 3.35 seconds and took home the Novice trophy.  

A big “thank you” goes out to Kevin Cohen for his expert driving advice to our novice racers. 

Dad’s are always in competition with their sons or daughters.  On this weekend, Kay Harlow had 

the pleasure of beating her dad by 1.14 seconds on Sunday, and she took home a 1
st
 place trophy 

for Ladies.  In the Hoffmann household, Tracy beat out her dad, Frank, by 0.614 of a second on 

Sunday.  Father/son teams are also fun to watch—Kevin Cohen beat his dad, Ian, by 0.316 of a 

second and took a 4
th

 place C6 trophy.  Mike Craig reigned supreme over his dad, Rick, by 1.48 

seconds and took a 1
st
 place C6 trophy-- Rick Craig took home a 3

rd
 place C6 trophy.  Frank 

Punzio, Sr. stays at the top in the Punzio family by coming in faster by 1.951 seconds over his 

son, Frankie and taking a 2
nd

 place C6 trophy. 

In the evening, we shared stories and friendship over dinner at the Volcano Restaurant.  Good 

food and good friends made for an enjoyable evening. 

I hope you will come out and join us at the next autocross in the fall--October 4th.  It’s a really 

fun time—no matter if you’re a novice or experienced driver. 

Best regards, 

Donna McKenzie and Tara Blum 


