
With out delay, I writing the drag racing event review. As usual, our day was delayed 

several times during the day, it seems to be the norm whenever we drag race at 

Byron. 

Ed Harms and I met at the Sears parking 

lot at the Woodfield Mall, section F-4 for 

future meetings. We took the highway 

instead of Rt 72, for the convenience of 

no stop lights and all went well. While 

fueling up in Byron, Larry Latko cruised 

in town and we were all able to arrive 

together. That sums up the racers for the 

day, but we did have some spectators, 

hey- hey. Ron and Arlynn Liberty drove up to see what drag racing was all about. 

They were pretty much up in the stands 

most of the day. They had their own 

grand stand it seems , since there were 

few other spectators. 

With out delay, back to the delays. For 

most of the Midwest that morning, 

there was a threat of big storms. Byron 

decided to wait for the front to pass  

before opening the track for racing. 

That ended up being at about 1PM and guess what, the front missed Byron, so no 

rain, but a long wait, considering we got there about 9:30AM. 

We did about 3 test and tune runs with 

about a 40 minute delay between runs. 

Since the morning test and tune never 

happened, we did them when we normally 

do our bracket racing.  
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Also bracket racing were the JR. Racers and pro touring cars. The jr racers are kids 13 

and older racing miniature rail dragsters. It was great seeing a whole new generation 

taking up the sport. Whole family's 

participating, especially the moms, 

look out soccer moms. 

So we finally got to our bracket 

races, with Larry getting the bye race 

due to his best reaction time 

between the three of us. Ed and I 

raced with Ed beating me out to race 

Larry. You wouldn't be leave it, but 

another delay occurs, the power 

went out. The electricity.  So we were contemplating on finishing this on another day, 

the next drag event, but we stuck it out and about forty minutes later it went on. Of 

course we had to wait for the Jr’s and pros to race before we did the final. It did 

happen and  Larry beat Ed, even though Ed ran his exact bracket time. 

Ron and Arlynn left before the final 

run and it’s well understood why. 

Even with the threat of a storm in the 

morning, the day ended up being 

sunny and hot, in the 90’s. I give 

them a lot of credit for staying as long 

as they did. 

Even with all the delays, the day was 

a good one. With all the down time 

the three of us spent a lot of time 

under the pop-up tent, hydrating, distancing and chatting. Usually, you are racing 

around keeping busy during these events, so it was nice to be delayed, relax a little  

and enjoy each others conversation. Byron was really good to us, mentioning the 

North Shore Corvette Club all day, they were just wondering where the rest of the club 

was. Maybe at the next event we can show them we have a few more members that like 

to race.  Over all, all was good and we had a fun time. 

 

Frank Punzio 


