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A Night To Remember 
by Jerry Mulick 

It was a cold Saturday afternoon outside, but warm and cozy inside Cotillion 
Banquets in Palatine. The evening started in the front lobby by greeting the 
arriving members and guests where they received their meal ticket, name 
badge and had their picture taken by Jerry Mulick. At 5 PM the ballroom 
doors opened and all the members and guests were welcomed to sit at one of 
the twelve tables, each with a decoration of a small Corvette and a blinking 
gas pump. Cocktails and hors d' oeuvres were served prior to dinner. Dinner 
choices were prime rib, chicken, fish and vegetarian. 
 
The raffle prizes were on full display and, new this year, everyone could select any raffle prize they 
wanted to win by depositing their ticket in a container for that raffle prize. Also new this year, a 
50/50 cash drawing was available. The lucky winner went home with $279. 
 
At 6 PM Jeannie Domerchie, the Master of Ceremonies, welcomed everyone 
to the banquet and thanked her committee. She had them come up, intro-
duced them and gave each one a small medal for all their hard work. Jeannie 
then had all the veterans in the room stand up and they were all given a 
round of applause for their service. Then she introduced our entertainer, Sid 
Somo, who would be singing and playing music for the evening. She ex-
plained the program for the evening and talked about the history of the Cor-
vette. Jeannie then introduced our club president, Eric Kirchner. Eric wel-
comed everyone and recognized our two partners, Blackdog Speed Shop and 
Ferrari Lake Forest, for their support of our cub. He then introduced member 
Rev. Dave Kyllo who gave a great Corvette dinner blessing. 
 
After dinner, Jerry and Jeannie presented the awards. Jim Benton, Jim 
Arquilla and Daryl Ullberg were called up to accept a small token of apprecia-
tion for all the work they have done for Lake County Honor Flight. Then the 
racing committee was invited up to present the Driver of the Year awards.  
The Female Driver of the Year was Cyndi Finstad and the Male Driver of the 
Year was Frank Punzio. The award is presented to the driver who accumulat-
ed the highest driver points total for the year. 
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The Lifetime Member Award was given to Jeannie Domerchie. She earned a 
total of 946 Crossed Flags points over her tenure as a club member and re-
ceived an NSCC lifetime jacket. All the lifetime members were then invited to 
come up to present the Member of the Year Award, the club’s most prestigious 
award.  

The Member of the Year is decided by voting by the 
Lifetime Members. This year there was a tie and the 
Member of the Year award was given to members 
Gale Egle and Daryl Ullberg. The award is given to 
the member who actively participates in club activi-
ties, brings an added value to the club, has a good re-
lationship with other club members and demon-
strates the values of the club. 
 
The Founders Recognition Award was then given to 
Burke Oehrlein. Burke is one of the club’s founding 
fathers and was the club’s first president. 

 
Last but not least, a bottle of Champagne was given to 
Jim Barnich for the Bubbly Award. This award is given 
to the member who is always happy and is a fun person 
that everyone always likes to be with. 
 
Music and dancing followed and then the raffle tickets 
were selected and posted. 
 
Good food, good music and a great time was had by all 
at the 46th Anniversary Annual Membership Banquet. 
It truly was 
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Click here to see all the pictures of the event 
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